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II. Protective Custody of Child

Any police officer, law enforcement official, or physician who has reasonable cause to
suspect that a child is suffering from illness or injury or is in danger of personal harm due to child
abuse or neglect, may request that the juvenile officer take the child into protective custody.
V.AM.S. § 210.125.

Any police officer, law enforcement ofticial or physician who has reasonable cause to believe
that a child is in imminent danger of suffering serious physical harm or a threat to life as a result of
child abuse or neglect may retain temporary protective custody of the child without the consent of
the child's parents or guardians. Such custody is only permitted where the harm or injury may occur
before a juvenile court has time to issue a temporary protective order. Any person taking a child mnto
custody of this kind must notify the juvenile officer of the county court within 12 hours. V.A.M.S.
§ 210.125.

Persons taking children into protective custody under this law are protected from liability in
the same way as persons making reports. V.AM.S. § 210.135.

I1I._Civil actions regarding children

1. Limitations:

In any civil actions commenced after August 28, 2004 for recovery of damages suffered as
a result of childhood sexual abuse, the action must be commenced within ten (10) years of the date
the plaintiff attains the age of twenty-one (21) or within three (3) years of the date the plaintiff
discovers or reasonably should have discovered that the injury or illness was caused by child sexual
abuse. V.A.M.S. §537.046.

2. Action for medical neglect by interested persons:
Any interested person may bring an action in the circuit court in the county where any child
under eighteen years of age resides or is located alleging the child is suffering from medical neglect.

V.AM.S. § 210.166. Interest persons include the division of family services, any juvenile officer,
any licensed physician, and any hospital or health care institution. 1d.
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