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Bishop Barry and Mary Howe's retirement event
The celebration of Bishop Barry and 
Mary Howe's service to the diocese is 
planned for Sunday, Feb. 13, at Grace 
& Holy Trinity Cathedral. The Howes 
will receive guests in Founders' Hall 
from 3 to 4:45 p.m. with a Solemn 
Evensong to follow at 5 p.m. 
 
The Howes would like their retirement 

gift to be the establishment of a diocesan fund to support the Day 
Care Center for Orphaned and Abandoned Children in Palapye, 
Botswana. If you have not yet sent a contribution through your 
congregation, you may send a check to the diocesan office (P.O. 
Box 413227, Kansas City, MO 64141-3227), marking it as Bishop 
Howe's gift.

Ordination of Bishop-elect Martin Field
Bishop-elect Martin Field will be ordained and 
consecrated as VIII Bishop of West Missouri at 
11 a.m. Saturday, March 5 at the Muehlebach 
Hotel in Kansas City. A reception will follow. 
 
Field's welcoming and seating at Grace & Holy 
Trinity Cathedral will begin 10:15 a.m. Sunday, 
March 6. 
 

Click here for a complete schedule of events.

In This Issue 
Bishop Barry and Mary Howe's 
retirement event

Bishop's Ball

Celebration of Absalom Jones

Valentine's concert to benefit Maison 
de Naissance

Valentine's concert to benefit Maison 
de Naissance

Companion Diocese planning spring 
trip to Botswana

Youth group's blanket and coat drive 
benefits Springfield's homeless

Quick Links
Diocese of West Missouri
West Missouri Prayer Cycle
West Missouri Youth

 
Submissions for the E-Spirit should be 
emailed to:  westmo_spirit@swbell.net

Celebration of Absalom Jones
A celebration of Absalom Jones, the first African-American Episcopal priest, 
will be held at 11 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 12, at St. Paul's in Kansas City. Born a 
slave in Sussex County, Del., in 1746, Jones co-founded the Free African 
Society, an organization devoted to helping widows and orphans and 
assimilating newly freed black men into urban life. Jones organized the black 
community to serve as nurses and attendants during Philadelphia's yellow 
fever epidemic. Later, the Free African Society formed a congregation that 
applied for membership in the Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania. It was 
admitted in 1794 as the African Episcopal Church of St. Thomas, and Jones 

served there as deacon and priest.

Happening #63
Happening #63 - scheduled 7:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 25 to 5 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 27 at Christ Church in 
Springfield - is about your walk with the Lord and its relevance to every day of our life. It is a 
Christian experience presented by teenagers for teenagers. All youth between grades 9 and 12 are 
welcome. Participant fee is $50, and staff fee is $25.
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For more information, please contact Kim Snodgrass at 417-793-0780. 
Registration forms are available online at www.wemoyouth.org.

West Missouri Youth seeking interns
Interning is more than just a part-time summer job - it's a learning 
experience. Interns help plan and assist at youth events.  They will be on-site 
to offer support and guidance to participants during each event and will work 
closely with diocesan leadership. Those interested are urged to call Kim 
Snodgrass, 417-793-0780.

Companion Diocese Committee planning trip to Botswana
The Companion Diocese Committee is planning a group trip to Botswana for 
2012 and has space for additional participants.
 
The Rev. Steve Wilson (Grace Church, Carthage) is the chief organizer, and 
Bishop-elect Marty Field says he will attend as well. Jeff Smith (St. Paul's, 
Maryville) will coordinate the safari after the group's visit to Gaberone, 
Botswana's capital, and Palapye, an orphaned area where the diocese is 

planning a day care center. For more information, contact Wilson at gracechcar@sbcglobal.net.

ERD matching gift challenge raises $1.8 million
Last fall, for the second year in a row, a group of generous donors 
offered to match all donations received during the six-week-long 
Matching Gifts Campaign. Episcopal Relief & Development has 
announced the 2010 campaign raised nearly $1.8 million. This 
includes $1,295,385 in donations that were received during the 
campaign, and the $500,000 matching gift, which will benefit the 

Global Needs Fund.
 
To support Episcopal Relief & Development's work, please visit www.er-d.org or call 
1.800.334.7626, ext. 5129. Gifts can be mailed to Episcopal Relief & Development, P.O. Box 7058, 
Merrifield, VA 22116-7058.
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