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􀂅 New 􀂅 Renewal for March 1 of year ________		Today’s Date________________
Full Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address: _______________________________________________City______________________Zip______
Email Address: __________________________________________ Phone #: _____________________________
Congregation & Location: ________________________________________________________________________
Length of time resident in this congregation: __________________________________________________
Baptized: When_______________________________ Where_________________________________________
Confirmed: When_____________________________ Where_________________________________________
A.  MINISTRY and EDUCATON
For a new license: On an attached sheet, (1) describe the course of study and training that you have followed to obtain the skills, knowledge, and background required for this license. 
(2) How do you intend to exercise the ministry of catechist?  (3) How will you hold yourself accountable in the exercise of this ministry?
(4) Please request a statement from your instructor, and/or acquire signature below.

For a renewal license: Please attach (1) a description of the course of study and training that you have followed since your current license was issued to maintain your education and skills, and (2) a description of how you have used this license since it was granted. (3)  How would you evaluate your ministry as a catechist?  (4) Please attach statement from your instructor/ mentor, and/or receive comments and signature below.


B. LICENSE BACKGROUND
Please list below other licenses that you hold or have held, indicating their date of issue.



I pledge to carry out this ministry to the glory of God under the guidance of the Commission on Ministry  and the authority of the Bishop of West Missouri, with the integrity befitting this sacred trust.

_______________________________________________________ ____________________
Signature of applicant 				Date

C. ENDORSEMENTS:
(1). Instructor/ Mentor: Please (1) describe the course/ workshop/ study the candidate studied under your supervision; (2) evaluate the candidate’s participation, and (3) make a recommendation for this person to receive or not to receive licensing, along with (4) your recommendations for continuing work, if any. Please accept our thanks for your guidance.

__________________________________________________________________________
Your name and title, printed

__________________________________________________________________________
The name of your institution if any, or your position or qualification.

___________________________________		______________________________
Your signature						Date

(2). Clergy in charge:  I certify that the applicant is a communicant in good standing of this congregation; s/he is qualified for this license; and there is a place in this // another   congregation for this person’s ministry.
_________________________________________ _______________
Rector/Vicar/Priest-in-charge 			Date

(3). Governing body: The Vestry/ Bishop’s Committee/ Community Chapter of the __________ _____________ congregation, located at ___________________, by action at a regular meeting, recommends that this application for licensed ministry be approved.
_________________________________________ _______________
Clerk of Vestry/Bishop’s Committee 		Date


D. ATTACHMENTS

New license:  Include with the application the following lessons plans in outline form:
o Preparation for baptism (adults and older children).
o Preparation for confirmation (older children).
o Preparation for confirmation, reception & reaffirmation for adults.
o Counseling of parents and sponsors for infant baptism.
Lesson plans may be sent electronically to licenses@ediowestmo.org.

Renewing license:  (1) Include with the application your revision of the lesson plans above, or the current curriculum you are following, or other documents supportive of your ministry.
(2) Please also include your goals for catechesis for the next three years.


CATECHIST (Canon 4.8)
A Catechist is a lay person authorized to prepare persons for Baptism, Confirmation, Reception,
and the Reaffirmation of Baptismal Vows, and shall function under the direction of the Member
of the Clergy or other leader exercising oversight of the congregation or other community of
faith.

Qualifications:
• Shows wisdom and leadership.
• Relates well to both children and adults.
• Is well read and can organize knowledge into lesson plans.
• Can work collaboratively with others in a larger ministry of Christian education and
formation.

Skills:
• Ability to develop lesson plans and to execute those lessons in the preparation of adults
and older children for baptism.
• Ability to develop lesson plans and to execute those lessons in the preparation of adults
and older children for confirmation, reception and reaffirmation of baptismal vows.
• Ability to counsel parents and sponsors on the responsibilities of presenting infants and
young children for baptism.
• Ability to coordinate the above skills in the context of a larger plan for Christian
education and formation within a congregation.

Background Knowledge:
• A general knowledge of Holy Scripture (Old and New Testaments)
• A general knowledge of Church History, Liturgics, Theology and Ethics
• An understanding of contemporary issues facing the local church and larger
communities
• A thorough knowledge of the Book of Common Prayer.
• Detailed knowledge of the creeds, catechism and Baptismal Covenant.
• A general knowledge of the catechumenate and resources for use in its implementation.
• A general understanding of the theories and processes related to spiritual growth and
Christian formation.
• A general knowledge of the canons, polity, structure, and decision-making processes in
the Episcopal Church.

Education and Training Possibilities:
• Training and mentoring by local clergy and other catechists.
• Lay Academy for Education and Ministry
• West Missouri School for Ministry (auditing)
• George Herbert Institute (auditing)
• Rivendell Community
• Education for Ministry (EFM)
• Center for Anglican Learning and Leadership (CALL)—especially the Anglican Studies
Series.
• Courses offered by Episcopal or other seminaries.
• University courses on scripture, church history, theology and ethics.

To be Licensed:
• Recommendation of Rector/Vicar/Priest-in-charge and Vestry/Bishop’s Committee.
• Prepare and present the following lesson plans in outline form:
o Preparation for baptism (adults and older children).
o Preparation for confirmation (older children).
o Preparation for confirmation, reception & reaffirmation for adults.
o Counseling of parents and sponsors for infant baptism.
• Examination and approval by the Licensed Ministry Committee.
Resources:
Basic Background Texts:
• The Holy Bible. Any of the canonically approved versions.
• The Book of Common Prayer. Church Hymnal Corp., 1979.
• The Hymnal, 1982. Church Hymnal Corporation, 1985.
• The Book of Occasional Services. Church Hymnal Corp.
• Lesser Feasts and Fasts. Church Hymnal Corp.
• A Commentary on the American Prayer Book. Marion Hatchett, Seabury Press, 1981,
1995.
• The Hymnal Companion, 2 vols. Church Hymnal Corp., 1992.
Catechesis:
• Called to Teach and Learn: A Catechetical Guide for the Episcopal Church. Episcopal
Church Center, 1994. Available free on ECUSA Web site <www.episcopalchurch.org>
as rich-text files.
• The Catechumenal Process. Church Publishing, 1988.
• Christian Formation: A Twentieth Century Catechumenate – Leaders’ Manual and
Workbook. William Blewett and Carolyn Fouse, The Christian Formation Press, 1994.
Recommended Reference
• HarperCollins Bible Commentary, revised edition. James L. Mays, ed., Harper San
Francisco, 2000.
• HarperCollins Bible Dictionary. Paul J. Achtemeier, ed., Harper San Francisco, 1996.
• The New Church Teaching Series. Cowley Publications, 1997-2000.
• In Dialogue with Scripture. Linda L. Grenz, ed. Episcopal Church Center, 1992. Available
from Episcopal Parish Services.
• A Brief History of the Episcopal Church. David L. Holmes, Trinity Press International,
1993.
• Religious Education in the Small Membership Church. Nancy Foltz, et al. Religious
Education Press, 1990.
• The Creed. Bernard Marthaler, 1992.
• An Introduction to the Old Testament, Walter Brueggemann, Westminster John Knox
Press, 2003.
• Introducing the New Testament, Paul J. Achtemeier, et. al., William B. Eerdmans
Publishing Company, 2001.
• The Parables of Jesus. Arland Hultgren, Eerdmans, 2002.
• Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church. F. Cross and Elizabeth Livingston, eds.
Oxford University Press, 1997.
• A People Called Episcopalians: A Brief Introduction to Our Peculiar Way of Life. John H.
Westerhoff III, Morehouse Publishing, 2002.
