[Name of reporter here, if you know. Fax and email release, follow up with a phone call]

FEATURE/PHOTO OP 

Blessing of Animals at _________ Episcopal Church
The public is invited to bring their animals for this special blessing at ______ Episcopal Church on [Day and Date]

Event commemorates the feast of St. Francis of Assisi
WHAT
__________ Church will hold its annual Blessing of Animals event on [Day, date and time]. Special music, gifts and refreshments for animals and humans make this traditional celebration of the feast of St. Francis of Assisi a lively, humorous and festive event. [Note: modify as relevant for your Parish!]
All well-behaved animals and their humans are invited to attend and enjoy a reception afterward. [Modify as appropriate]
WHY
Christians everywhere celebrate the feast of St. Francis of Assisi (traditionally observed on Oct. 4) by having their pets blessed. The custom is conducted in remembrance of St. Francis of Assisi’s love for all creatures. He wrote the “Canticle of the Creatures,” an ode to God’s living things. “All praise to you, Oh Lord, for all these brother and sister creatures.” 

St. Francis of Assisi is a Roman Catholic saint who took the gospel literally by following all Jesus said and did. He is known as the founder of the Order of Friars Minor, more commonly known as the Franciscans. Born in 1181, he died at the age of 44, but left a legacy that celebrates the love of all animals worldwide. 

WHEN
[Date, day and time]
WHERE
[insert name of parish] Episcopal Church
    

[Address]

   
[City], Missouri [zip code]
INTERVIEW
Interviews with the Rev. [insert name] and pet owners
OPPS

VISUAL 
Photos of all types of pets and their owners.

CONTACT
For more information contact [name of media contact, as appropriate] at  
XXX-XXX-XXXX or email name@address.com. For more information about [insert name of church] Episcopal Church, log on to [insert web address].
